June 2018 Newsletter
Rawdat El-Zuhur

Dear Friends:Another academic year hasme to an end full of lovely memories
that are bound to draw a smile on the faces of those young children, their parents
and teachers. Despite the tension encompassinghible region, Rawdat El

Zuhur remains a safe haven for those children who look forward to the summer
holidays with their parents. A time to charge the spiriteamelgy sas to be

ready with enthusiasm for another school year in September. We weéshto

you all a pleasant summer holiday and to thankfgoyour support, with the hope
that you will enjoy ounews, whichyou can see is full of educational activities,
events an@é@ntertainment that always aim to inspire and develop moral and social
values forour children.

With warm greetings and deep appreciatenmj we hope you will be able to visit
us when it is possible for you to be in Jerusalem.

Abla Nasir Raeda Jasser

President SchoolPrincipal

Honoring Students:

Students with an average of 90 and above in the first semestehonoredn the
third of Februaryanda specialrecognition was given to thetudents whonade a
positive change in their behavioral and

academic performances.




The Fire Brigade: The English

¥ lesson for gradefive and sion
combating fire and the role of the
Fire brigade was translated into
action. Orthe 10" of February @
the school invited the Palestinian
Fire Brigadein EastlJerusalem to =
demonstrate to the children in a
practical wg how to fight &fire.
The childrerwere very attentive
as theTeam demonstratdtie process afescuing people and buildings and all the
safety measures that need to be taken. The team also provided the children with
general guidelines for combatilagfire andthey werealso introducedo the

different parts of the Fire Engine and the tools used in the prddassactivity

was a unique experienéar the children as well as the teachers.

Good Deeds With the cooperation of the

Mo t h eounsilGall the familyof RawdatEl-
Zuhur, teachers, students and parents
participated in a Charity Baaar for two days on
February 20, and 21What made the Bazaar
unique was that it also aimed to support

¥ organizations working with
people with special needsSo |
mostof the productshat were on sale were provided by those [} g

theirown productssuch as soaps and candld@$e students and
their parents also contributed some items that heldct rine
bazaar a great succes$his function proved that with
cooperation, even li#t things can make a difference.

The proceeds of the Bazaar went to the Creche in Bethlehe
at the end of thechool yearsome of the students along with = -
their teachers and the school principal visited the Creche to deliver their glft



To raise awareness about individuals with special needs and
to integrate them into the society, RawdaZihurwill host

a young student with special needs to do her trainingtivith
Kindergarten at the beginning of the new year.

- Reading Competition As part of theaisal Husseini
FoundationComprehensive Education Upgrading Projear fifteen Palestinian
schoolsin Jerusalem whichis funded by the European Uniondthe Arab Bank,
73 students of Rawdat-&Zuhur from grade 3-6
participated in a Reading Competition. RawdHst
Zuhur ranledfirst amongsthe schools, while six
students won the first and second prizéey were
honored bythe Faisal Husseini Foundata
represerdtive, Ms.
Fadwa AtHusseim, in
: the presence of the
parentsof thewmners andhe schooistaff Winners

Ordinary ertificates
were granted to all th
studentsvho
participated in the
competition

Science Research Competitian Under the supervision of their teacher, Ms.
MervetElleyan, thestudentf grade five won first prize ia scienceesearch
competitionfor the PalestinianJerusalenschools, organized
by the FaisaHusseiniFoundatioron 7 May 2018




Love is an act of caring, empathy, and giving. God is love
Our children are a gift from God, so Wwelp them to lea how
to loveone another and to be tolera@n Februaryl4 several
activities tak placeto enhance thvalue of love. Alsothe

- teachersgave their students

A Day without schoolbags: On February
. 24,2018 the stdents wat home without
' their school bagsln themeantimethey did
all their honework in the classroom on thaf™ §
- day. This was a gesture to break the daily’
routineto be able to enjoy the week end
with their parents. For sure the parents
would appreciate more week ends free of
school bags.

Healthy Food Week:ii T hi n k, E adiwas thahemefoSThes Healthy
Food Week conducted #te school during the montt April. This activityhad a
two-fold purpose to teach the students to develop good eating habits of healthy
food, andnot to waste food, thinking of the many people aaagry children who

— are deprived of basic food asdffer from malnutrition.

During that week,thechildren were served

healthy drinkSahlab (a warm milk drink) arel

! healthy breakfasiThe Kindergarten childrehad a | 5
fruit saladfor theirhealthy meal.




Nature Museum: On 13 February 2018, fifth and sixth graders g
and their class teachers paid a visit to the Museum of Nature
during the school hours. The children had a tour of the muse
where they watched the exhibit of the distinctive birds and
repties. They also participated in a workshop at the biology
section and re introduced to reainimals and learned guideline
for taking care of them.

Mother6 Bay: Giving, loving, caring are all
characteristics of mother, whoever shmay be- a

- teacler, a honemaker, arengineer, a doctoor a farmer.
With the beginning of Spring and the celebration of
Mo t h Pay,dealdin the Arab world on the 2%of March,
themothers of all thehildren
| wereinvited to celebrate this
special day with their cldren &
at school. Kindergarten s
children performed a variety of g a=* ¢
activities suchassongs, B S | I
dances, and speeches. This F = = = g
celebration was concluded by I
many bouquetof flowers
which thechildren gave to their mothers and teache
with special greeting cards.

-~

Another initiativetook place on that day. With the cooperation of the school
administration, théfth graders reachealt to mothersvho are a symbol of

sacrifice and steadfastness in the Palestinian community and who are part of the
Jerusalenandscae. Those women who sdliome growrvegetables that are
watered with their own sweat of hard work and v8how up every morning on the
streets of the Old City armh SalalEddin Street.The studentgave tlose women
flowers and small gifts as a tokenreSpect and appreciatidor their
steadfastnes§Sumud)




Sing for Jerusalem: The yearly song competitidhSi ng f or
J e r u swehichehastbeenonducted by the kre school for

the private schools of Jerusalem for the last eights, was

hel d this ye&ummi@odnpetitiortfdre Ti t | e
Singingd Duna Ayyad, a sixth grader, represented Rawdat El
Zuhur in this singing competition.

AJerusalemiteswho madeHistoryo i s t h eArabi¢ bodkverittea byMit h e
Aziz Al-Assg and Dr. Imad EKhatib, and published by the Palestinian Ministry
of culture The book basicallfocuses on a number of personalities who left their
mark on the city. One of the persdities in the book is Elizabeth Nasir, the
founder of Rawdat EXuhur, andhe storyof its beginning as a home for destitute
girls using her own home to shelter those girls. One of the authors Azigsal
who is the chair of the Cultural committekthe Club of th&Employees took a
great interest in the story of Rawdat EI :
Zuhur, and he wanted the younger
generation to be acquainted with such
initiatives. He gave a lecture at-Abur
school for girls about Miss Nasir and her
project and he accompied the girls and
their teachers to visit Rawdat-Euhur on
March 20, 2018.They were welcomed by
the school principal Mrs. Raeda Jasser, a
former Principal Mrs. Salwa Zananwho
had served with Miss Nasir for many years and shared a lot abouwiribhevgh
which Ms. Nasir served that sector of the community anddlessheplayed at
that time in order to provide care fimosegirls, and restore their dignityThe
Kindergarterchildrenwelcomed the visitors with i D a b k adahce, anthe | k
visit was concludeavith a tour of the school.




. thetheme ofthe Reading Campaign which was implemented in
cooperation with Tamer Institute for Community Education
during the week of 119 Apil 2018. Rawdat EFZuhur students
participated in the Open Day held at Burlédglaq
where manymeaningfulactivities tookplace, suctas
story-telling, cultural competitions and wall paintings. Inf
addition, 3 and 3" graders visitedhe St. Georgés school §
and conducted a variety of stegiling in an interesting
way. Also, AsSaraya Society joined the Reading Week Campaign by
conducting several cultural activities for studer@ anothematter,
AhmadAyyad, fromthe fourthgrade, won the secondipg inaQu r 6 a n
competitionorganized by the Palestinian Ministry of Educationtf@ school®f
Jerusalem

A Cr welLkearningd w a thente bfaur annual exhibit for

Educational Tools andandicraftson April 21,2018. The Exhibition

included althework that was donby S— Wi

the studentthroughout the current s oy S—l !,“ﬁ“ :

| scholastic year with the assistance of L T Bl

| their teachers. The educational toois |

display wereall relatedto the subjects
. of the curriculum However, the

~ English language and science had th

biggest shareinthig e ar 6 s. e X




Registration: Thirty-two boys and girls have been accepted and registered in the
Kindergarten for the coming school year 2018/2019.

- Music Day: April 28, was a
~  special dayt theschoolas
parentsvere invital to theSorg
Festival. Students of all grades
performed a variety of songs
groups and there were solo
performances as wellSamer
Rashedthe music teacher is a
— : Rawdat E{Zuhur alumnus He accompanies the
children with his viola and they all seemliave a great time.

Dabkeh Competition. On April 28,2018, the
s ¢ h o Ddbkel (fofik dancing)group
participatedn the yearly DabkelCompetition
organized byhe Frere Secondargchool forthe
Jerusalenprivateschools, anavon 39 prize.

Recreational Trips: On 5 May 2018 althe school was out on recreational trips.
With cheerful faces and smiles expressing the joy of riding the bus to spend the
day out of school, the lower classes went to a Strawberry farm where they enjoyed
picking strawlerries and feeding domestic animals. The upper classes visited the
Mediterranean coastal city of Haifa, whasest majority of its Palestinian
population were evicted or fled in fear in 1948. The children enjoyed a visit to the
Bahai Gardens and the \Wadg trail on the Hanging Bridges there. After that, they
continued to the city of Acre where they enjoyed a walk in
the OIld City which has maintained its Palestinian life style.
They also enjoyed a sea tour, and a vistrte
of the most remarkable ammistorical places in
Acre known as Allazzar Mosque named after
the Ottoman Governer Ahmad BashaJalzzar
who builtit in 1782.



