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The first group of girls admitted to the home
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The Elizabeth Nasir Trust Fund

The Elizabeth Nasir Trust Fund was established in
honor of the founder and president of Rawdat El-
Zuhur upon her retirement in 1986. Donations in
her memory and in lieu of flowers for her funeral in
1987 were added to the fund, and so were part of
the legacies of some of her friends. But the fund
still needs to be developed so that it can yield an
interest that would cover a substantial percentage
of the operating expenses of the school.

Elizabeth Nasser &

Salwa Zananiri
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The tree of ethical values

The emphasis on ethical values is expressed
through a special tree which stands on top
of the stairs as a reminder to the children of
those values. And the children themselves
are encouraged to add new sprigs to it and to
maintain it.
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From the Guest Book

Visitors from all walks of life, locals and foreigners
have left their impressions in the Visitor’s book.
Most all of them had comments on “how happy the
children are” and so many were impressed by “how
much is done with so little”
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Today I witnessed the presence of God through
the committed teachers and bright and hopeful
students.

Your courage and vision are refreshing not only for
here, but worldwide.

What a lovely atmosphere for children to grow up in
and a haven at this troubled times.

After Peace and Love, the greatest gift is education
and at Rawdat El-Zuhur that gift is made in full.

It is a sad time for Palestine now. But with this
commitment for art and music you will assure a
good future for your people.

Your children are always so bright and cheerful.

It is uplifting to see the work that is being done with
the children. It gives us all hope.

What a blessing this place is in these troubled times.
We were touched by the warm welcome we were

[T [T |

given by the children, their impeccable manners and
their obvious enjoyment of learning --- not to forget
their enthusiastic singing.

This is one of the happiest schools I have ever seen.
These children have a good foundation for life-
warm, caring, without violence.

Ll Lol 5yl Leding>gd 8y siu ang>giyomsralil i Seial
den Mgyl JuXle Sel Xl o StialrLXilig,
Love is in this place.

The faces of the youngsters radiate with joy.

The teachers have done so much with so little.

It is a privilege to be associated with such a
wonderful school. A sign of hope and love.
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You are our heroes and heroines who keep working
and living in spite of the Israeli imposed nightmare.

Merci pour cette tres chaleureuse journee.

ébwus@bw;ﬂ‘)wu—béﬁMJmﬁm
This is truly a highlight of my Jerusalem visit.

Hope runs strong here and music is the international
language.
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The Sponsorship Program

The sponsorship program has made it possible
for so many children to benefit from the joy of
learning at Rawdat El-Zuhur. It has also helped the
school in establishing a large network of friends.
Because the school serves mainly the lower income
community, the fees remain minimal and hardly
cover 20% of the cost of maintaining a child at the
school. The sponsorship programs of Bible Lands
in England, ANERA & Ministries Global in the
USA have guaranteed a substantial and regular
support which has been the backbone of the school
operating budget. We want to seize this opportunity
to express special thanks to those organizations
and to the sponsors who have made it possible to
continue serving the Jerusalem community despite
the difficult and tense situation.

United Palestinian Appeal has a special sponsorship
program “family to family” whereby the funds
go directly to the families of some of the needy
children at the school.

The Italian Sponsorship: Because of its long
experience in the sponsorship programs, Rawdat
El-Zuhur has been chosen to coordinate a special
sponsorship project for Palestinian children.
The project is based on individuals or families
sponsoring children directly through The Italian
Coordination of Local Authorities for Peace and
Human Rights, and the Italian Peace Roundtable to
help them out in this difficult economic situation.
Some of the children of Rawdat El-Zuhur benefit
directly from this project.
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Named Scholarships

To honor the memory and legacy of distinguished
Palestinians, Rawdat El-Zuhur has established
along the past few years, three scholarship funds
carrying the names of:

Sameeha Khalil (1923-1999) Founder and
president of Ina’ash El-Usra in El-Bireh, and head
of the General Union of Palestinian Women in
Palestine who struggled for freedom with dignity
and fortitude. The scholarship goes to a female
student with potential leadership qualities.

Feisal Husseini (1940- 2001) A dedicated and
committed leader and holder of the Jerusalem
portfolio. The scholarship is granted to a male
student from Jerusalem with special community
leadership qualities.

Edward Said - (1935-2003) The Columbia
professor, scholar, and human being in the fullest
sense of the word. The scholarship goes to a student
with academic excellence and creativity and who
would adhere to the values that Said believed in.
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Legacies of Friends and special projects

Elizabeth Nasir had the gift of making friends. Even after
her death and the passing away of many of her friends, the
legacies they left behind expressed clearly the meaning
of that friendship and their appreciation of the work of
Rawdat El-Zuhur. This is a very appropriate occasion to
pay tribute to those friends

Robert and Sophie Peterson from the USA. The library
was dedicated to their memory at the inaugural ceremony
of the new floor in 1991. Their children Alan Peterson and
Carolyn Ericson were at the school to share the joy of this
memorable event and they have contributed towards the
development of the library and the music program.

Dr. Helen Edick from the USA. The all purpose Hall was
dedicated to her memory.

Anna Baker: and Frances Lehmberg from the USA. Part
of their legacies went towards the Elizabeth Nasir Trust
Fund.

Shirley Phillips established the Building Fund in her life
time.

We also wish to recognize on this occasion those who
funded special projects needed for the upgrading and
development of the school.

The Norwegian Refugee Council: For the development
of the home into a formal school and for donating a
Yamaha piano.

ARAMCO: For the formal education project, after it had
supported the establishment of the home.

The Danish Refugee Council: For the formal education
project.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: For the
building of the second floor.

The Pontifical Mission for Palestine: For educational
material and school and kitchen equipment.

The Catholic Relief Services: For the food-aid program
during the years of development.

BibleLands: For furnishing the new floor, for refurbishing
the KG playground, and for the healthy food project.
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The Welfare Association Consortium for the
Management of the Palestinian NGO Project: For the
development of the mothers’ program “Farah”.

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP):
For the mobile laboratory, and other equipment; for the
furnishing of the school office and staff room, and for the
general maintenance of the second floor.

The Welfare Association: For the renovation of the
Kindergarten.

The Canada Fund for Local Initiative: For structural
repairs, renovation of the school yard and other facilities,
and for the project on Children’s rights which included
some of the jubilee activities.

The United Nations Women’s Guild (Queens group):
For the Canopy Project in the School play ground.

Mrs. James Briggs: For the canopy project in the school
playground in memory of her husband James.

The Japanese International Volunteer Centre: For
donating a Kawai piano.

The Palestinian Centre for Microprojects Development
Association: For the establishment of the computer
Laboratory

ANERA: For the teaching of string instruments and for
the upgrading of the computer Laboratory.

The Church in Wales: For the Jubilee Celebrations.
United Palestinian Appeal: For the strategic plan.

The French Consulate in Jerusalem: For the teaching of
French project.

Friends of Suleiman and Hoda Khouri: For the
counseling project in lieu of wedding gifts.

Mrs. Linda Sheppard Peace of Mind Project: For the
art and music program.

Mrs. Huda Haddad Khoury: For the establishment of
the Scholarship Fund.

Mr. John Scott: For the establishment of the Scholarship
Fund.

Mr. Yousef Nawas: For the scholarship Fund in memory
of Yousef A. Khoury.

04/02/2005, 10:29:33 AM
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iﬂsﬂlf&}]ﬁ.ﬂl}qﬂ‘ﬁ#ﬁb'wﬁgé)ﬂ

22

04/02/2005, 10:29:34 AM ‘



‘ layout.indd 23

Volunteers

Volunteers always bring a fresh breath of air into the school. Rawdat El-Zuhur has been blessed with a
number of volunteers, local and international, who have helped in the extra curricular activities like music,
art, drama, sports and summer camps, as well as the teaching of English, and general office work. During
her two years of teaching art, Lori Hayes was able to compile children’s photos, art work and prepare the
text for “Bright Wings” which was published in 1999 by the Common Global Ministries of the United
Church of Christ and Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) which has also sponsored Lori and Tracy
Hughes as volunteers at the school. Tracey served for one year and taught physical education.

Names of volunteers along the years (listed alphabetically)
1- Nahoko Araki

2- Hala Atallah & \hae dlla
3- Liza Burr

4- Laurel Doermann

5- Janine Fattaleh alé  pa
6- Lois Glock

7- Lori Hayes

8- Tracy Hughes

9- Helen Khadder jaa (nla
10- Karla Mouline

11- Abla Nasser sl dle
12- Brenda Spencer

13- Kathy Sovik

14- Anna Stubb

15- Rima Tarazi )5 W)
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Volunteer Mrs. Brenda Spencer at the Four Homes of Mercy

Community Service

As members of the Union of Charitable Organizations, and the Palestinian NGO network, Rawdat El-Zuhur
has always been involved with the community and has cooperated closely with other organizations in
social services and social action. It continues to respond positively to national appeals and campaigns for
the alleviation of the suffering of the Palestinian people, whether in advocacy or in financial support. The
school also tries to build awareness amongst its children regarding community service. It arranges visits
to some of the organizations which serve the community, and encourages the children to join in activities
for entertaining special groups like the elderly, the sick and the disabled.

On the other hand Rawdat El-Zuhur has for many years provided the opportunity for some of the students
of Birzeit and Bethlehem Universities to do their community service at the school. Community service is a
requirement for graduation from those universities. Both the university students and the school administration
felt the program brought about a refreshing partnership. Unfortunately the university students cannot reach
the school any more, because of the strict closure imposed by the Occupying Mililary Forces on the city of
Jerusalem. However the students from the Hind Husseini College (Al-Quds University) continue to do their
teacher’s training at Rawdat El-Zuhur during the school year.

25
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Unforgettable years

Testimonies of some of the Jubilee Year graduates.

Should there be a prize for the best school, my
school will be the winner

What I will miss most when I leave this school is the
love and compassion that surrounds us

I love my school because I feel secure, as if I were
at home, and I consider the teachers like my own
mother

I feel as if we are one united family at this school.
We love each other and we are considerate towards
each other (or we consider each other’s feelings)

We cannot find a school like our school because it
deals with us with understanding and not harshly

I wish there was a seventh grade or even more so
that I do not have to leave this beautiful school

I am sad to be leaving my school which taught me
not only how to read and write but how to be of
good character, truthful and honest.

We were admitted to this school as young buds who
flourished on good education and character building
under the leadership of a great principal and very
good teachers who encouraged us to keep an open
mind towards education.

27
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Maxine Bruhns wanted to contribute this special testimony for the book.

Remembering Lizzy:

In 1952, while a graduate student at the American University of Beirut, I became friends with co-student
Rima Nasir, a bundle of energy and purpose.

My husband’s research required us to move to Jerusalem for six months. It was there that we met Rima’s
aunt Lizzy who explained clearly what her goal was for Rawdat El-Zuhur. As so often happens in the
Middle East, Lizzy and her cousin Labib Nasir (general secretary of the YMCA) adopted us. Those months
in Jerusalem remain etched in our memories and dear Lizzy is one of the Golden Highlights.

When I learned through ANERA that Rawdat El-Zuhur was flourishing under a broader mission, I began to
provide a scholarship for a child each year. President Samia Khoury, Rima Nasir’s sister, made the project
even more personal and we have stayed in touch. Her retirement, though it seems premature, will enable
her to strive for the betterment of Palestinian Children’s lives through these difficult years. May the future
bring justice and freedom to the Palestinian people.

E. Maxine Bruhns, Director
Nationality Rooms and Intercultural Exchange Programs
University of Pittsburgh
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The Outstanding Alumnus

Mazen Nofal, a self-made young man, was
recognized in the graduation ceremony of June
2003 as the outstanding alumnus.

Mazen has been part of Rawdat El-Zuhur since its
early years of development as an elementary school.
After graduating in 1980, and while he was doing
his secondary education, he was running errands for
the school and for the late Miss Nasir. Mrs. Zananiri
still feels that Mazen is her right hand assistant. After
he graduated from high school he was employed
officially at the school and eventually became the
procurement officer, while doing part time work at
the French Cultural Centre. During that period he
took a number of courses including French which
helped him develop his career. Now that he is a
family man and father of two young girls Mazen
has become a full time staff member at the French
Cultural Centre. Because he feels Rawdat El-Zuhur
is his second home, he continues to help with some
errands before and after his working hours at the
Centre. His honesty, dedication and concern for the
welfare of the school and the children, will always
be greatly appreciated.

04/02/2005, 10:29:49 AM
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Board of Rawdat
October 2003

Ms.

Ms.

Ms.

Ms.

Ms.

Ms.

Ranya Baramki
Alia El-Yassir
Fifi Antar
Dalia Habash
Monica Awad

Ghada Habesch

. Hala Iqal Hallak

. Dina Nasser

. Maha Sader

. Sana’ Kanaan Shadid

. Salwa Zananiri

El-Zuhur as of

President
Vice President
Secretary

Treasurer

School Principal
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During the establishment period
and during the development into a

reqular school after 1967
Mrs. Amineh Al-Husseiny

Mrs. Nadia Al-Issa

Ms. Colette Habesch

Mrs. Nuzha Al-Khaldy

Mrs. Za’ida Al-Khateeb

Ms. Claire Kaleess

Mrs. Milly Attallah

Mr. Basseel Sahhar

Mrs. Amineh Jarallah

Mrs. Ada Kalbian

Mrs. Laurice Khoury

Mrs. Widad Nashashibi

Mrs. ‘Iffat AlI-Mughrabi

Dr. Salwa Khoury Otaqi

Mrs. Samia Khoury
Mrs. Betty Majaj

Mrs. Nahla Al-Assali
Mrs. Joyce Nasser

Ms. Laila Tarazi

Mrs. Maha Ateek

Mrs. Nadia Shakhsheer
Mrs. Lamia Salah
Mrs. Suhair Kho
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Music

Ever since its was established, Rawdat El-Zuhur gave special attention to music for its power to enrich
the soul and to give pleasure to children as they sang and danced. The first piece of equipment that Lizzy
Nasir, the founder bought in 1952 was a manual record player, known then as a “gramophone”. She would
personally dance with the girls and help them dance the misery out of their destitution days.

As the organization developed its program to formal education there has always been someone to teach
singing to the children, and sometimes they were volunteers. The children always enjoy singing and they
love to perform on special occasions like mothers’ day and graduation. Their enjoyment is no less when
they perform to school guests singing and dancing the Dabke (the Palestinian folk dancing). Their favorite
songs are “We shall overcome” and “Ana Tifl Filistini” (I am a Palestinian Child).

In 1995 teaching of string and oriental instruments was introduced through an arrangement with the
National Conservatory of Music (now known as Edward Said National Conservatory of Music) Teachers
from the conservatory train the students at the school. We continue to hope that one day the school will
have its own musical ensemble. In the meantime master Simon keeps the children happy as they sing and
hop around.
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The retirement of Samia Khoury, President of Rawdat El-Zuhur 1986-2003

At a heart warming dinner, and family like gathering in March 2004, Samia Khoury was honored by
the Board of Rawdat El-Zuhur, upon her retirement as president of Rawdat El-Zuhur. She had served for
seventeen years as president, but was actually involved and connected with the school as early as 1969.
Samia will always be remembered for her dedication and for her good relationship with her board, school
administration, teachers and staff. Her relentless efforts in keeping in touch with friends, and raising funds
to develop the school will continue to be greatly appreciated. Along with Samia, Maha Ateek, the vice
president, and Leila Tarazi, the minute secretary were also honored on that evening. They all decided it was
time to step down and make room for a new generation of leadership.

In her last newsletter to the friends of the school dated December 2003, Samia wrote:

“As I send you my last message through this annual newsletter I hope that Rawdat El-Zuhur can always
count on your support, especially for the realization of its strategic plan. Our work has been so valuable
to the community that we hope we can reach out to larger numbers. That can only be possible by moving to
new premises with enough grounds. We continue to hope that you will be part of this plan.
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The Jubilee Celebration

The invitations for the jubilee musical on April 4 &5™, 2002 were already out when everything had to be
cancelled as a result of the Israeli incursions and the deteriorating situation in the Palestinian Territories.
Activities for the occasion were to include an art and photo exhibit, and an open house for alumni and
friends.

A special electronic guest book was created for the occasion but the tone of the hopeful and bright messages
started to change with the announcement of the cancellation.

There is never a dull moment when one lives under a military occupation. Everything was on hold until
it was decided to have the musical during the graduation ceremony on June 8, so that the children who
were graduating and participating in the musical could still take part. The story of Rawdat El-Zuhur and its
founder were made vivid by music and dancing. The musical was produced by Aya Shaker, the art teacher
with the help of Simon Azazian, the music teacher who did a beautiful job in training the children. The
whole staff cooperated in making that day a memorable occasion.

Every graduate was presented with the special Jubilee mug, and partners and friends as well, were honored
on that occasion with a special olive wood souvenir. Eventually, one year later, it became possible to hold
the open house and to have the rest of the activities that were planned for the occasion. Unfortunately the
past volunteers, Brenda Spencer, Lori Hayes, and Tracy Hughes who had come in April for the occasion
could not come back again.
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Al-Fawanees Musical

Rawdat El-Zuhur was very proud of its two young
girls who participated in the first professional
musical in Palestine, Al Fawanees (Lanterns).
Wa’ad El Wa’ari and Tamam Nofal were among
sixty children selected by the Edward Said National
Conservatory of Music from various schools in
Jerusalem, Ramallah and Bethlehm for the musical.
After two years of intensive training, including
summer camps, and a lot of hard work, Al-
Fawanees had its opening at the new Cultural Palace
in Ramallah on August 6, 2004 and was followed by
eight performances. It was a unique experience for
the children, and an enjoyable one for them as well
as for the community as a whole.
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The Library

Since the development of the program of Rawdat
El-Zuhur into formal education, it was realized that
establishing a library was one of the priorities of
the school. Unfortunately with the limited space
available at that time, the only option was to have
the books in closed closets in one of the corridors.
The children would check out books at certain
hours either to take home or to read during specially
allocated hours for reading. With the building of the
second floor in 1991, a library was made available.
During the inauguration ceremony, it was dedicated
to the memory of Robert and Sophie Peterson
who had left a substantial legacy for the school.
With open shelves, the children enjoy browsing
through books, reading and using the reference
books for their reports.
The school constantly
participates in National |
Reading Campaigns, and
it encourages the older
children to read to the
younger ones; a very
successful initiative
enjoyed by both the older
and younger children.
A special corner in the
library will carry the
name of Samir Habash
as it is being developed
from contributions of
Samir’s friends in lieu of
flowers for his funeral in
August 2002.
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The School Program

The school follows the curriculum of the Palestinian Ministry of Education basically, but English and French
are taught as of the first grade. All classes including kindergarten get training in computer skills. Over and
above Arabic, mathematics, science, history, geography, civics, and religious education, there is a special
period of dialogue which encourages the children to develop skills in expressing themselves and to train
in using democratic procedures. The extracurricular activities are an integral part of the school program.
Music, art, drama, folk dancing and sports make the learning process an enjoyable one and help discipline
the children. And field trips are a regular feature but had to be curtailed lately because of the deteriorating
situation in the country.
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Student/Parent get together at the Rawdat as part of the Farah Program

Farah Program

This program was established during the school year 1993/1994 at the request of the mothers of the school
children, in order to help them cope with the many challenges that they face as families and as communities.
The long years of the Israeli occupation has had a very negative impact on the Palestinian society, and the
mothers find that they have to bear the brunt of this impact. With the support of the Welfare Association
Consortium for the Management of the Palestinian NGO Project, Farah program was developed in September
1998 to establish a strong and continuous relationship between home and school, based on a positive and
democratic foundation, in order to achieve a comprehensive learning process. All new children admitted
to school are tested for dyslexia and other learning difficulties, and a specialist and a counselor help direct
the children for remedial work during the summer holidays, and before school starts in September. They
also work through lectures, panel discussions and workshops with the mothers who continue to meet once
a month and set the priorities for the issues they want to discuss. Courses in French and computer skills are
offered to the mothers within this program. It is important to mention that the mothers have been active in
local fundraising functions for the school.
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to be on her toes when instructions were given. She
continues to be indebted to Miss Nasir as she always
called her, for all the skills which she learnt both as
a teacher and as an administrator. But at the same
time it took Salwa quite some time to get over the
many shocks that Miss Nasir gave her as she was
very frank about expressing her opinion. Although
they were no less than thirty years apart in age,
Salwa seemed more traditional than Miss Nasir. Yet
they were a perfect team at the backbone of Rawdat
El-Zuhur, and Salwa always looked forward for that
cup of coffee with Miss Nasir every morning when
they would discuss a range of issues from private
matters to plans for the future of the children and
the school. With Salwa she knew the children were
in good hands

Anybody who has been touched by Elizabeth Nasir
must have stories to tell. Funny, embarrassing,
warm, sad, but above all shocking. Like Salwa we
as a family used to be just as shocked. When Rev.
Naim Ateek started his ministry in Jerusalem and
tried to find out why she does not go to church on
Sundays, she assured him that she had a large credit
of prayers with her Lord. She was brought up in a
pastor’s home and she had attended chapel daily at
the American University of Beirut. When he went to
visit her in her last days in hospital he asked her if
he could say a prayer. Of course he could, provided
it was a short one. During her funeral, Rev. Ateek
pointed to the fact that it is through her work with
the needy and marginalized that Elizabeth Nasir
expressed her faith.

This combination of love, warmth, frankness,
determination and dedication is what made Lizzy
Nasir a remarkable person. Her courage to stand up
for what she believed in against all odds and to fight
for what was right makes her unforgettable. Unlike
many of her age she was willing to experiment and
try new things both in the field of social work and
in education. She encouraged the young people to

do something worthwhile with themselves. She
was very particular about choosing her teachers and
board members. She wanted to ensure the continuity
of the organization with the same caring spirit for
the children. And one day in 1986 she came to
the meeting and announced that she was retiring
because “enough is enough”. “Now it is your turn,
the younger people to take over.” Certainly it is not
the norm for heads of organizations or even heads of
states in the Arab World, to retire by their own will.
The slogan for such offices is usually “until death do
us part”. But that is Lizzy Nasir, always thinking of
the unthinkable. Even though I was her niece, that
was not necessarily a criteria to carry on after her.
But the board realized 1 was the most involved at
that time and it was with everybody’s blessing and
support that I was chosen to carry on the legacy of
Rawdat El-Zuhur after her retirement.

A pageant put up by the teachers and school
children was a surprise for her retirement ceremonys;
much more meaningful than a memorial service
after death. She heard and saw what she meant
to her friends, colleagues, students, teachers and
board members. Each one of them gave a special
testimony on that day. Amongst them was a friend
who happened to be in town and knew Lizzy from
the early thirties after she came back from the
University. She uncovered that part of history which
we did not know about. Her social life in Tiberias as
a modern young teacher, playing tennis and going
to dancing parties. At the end of the ceremony she
was very moved and had tears in her eyes. She stood
amongst the Principal and the staff thanking them
and showing them off. “ See how pleasant they are.”
To her, being pleasant was the first criteria for being
employed at Rawdat El-Zuhur.

Almost a year after her retirement, and exactly on
April 2, 1987 Elizabeth Nasir passed away leaving
behind the legacy of Rawdat El-Zuhur which will
always keep her memory alive.
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the streets of Jerusalem. But all her friends used to
tease her that she put an end to retail begging and
turned around to do wholesale begging herself. She
was seeking funds continuously and writing letters
from the early hours of the morning to be able to
carry on with her project.

What Elizabeth Nasir has done with those girls
was remarkable: She gave them enough skills to
enable them to regain their dignity by working in
institutions or as housewives. She was always proud
of them and would show them off by saying “my
girls go like hot cakes”. I remember her telling me
that the only time she ever terminated the services
of a teacher is that when that teacher referred to the
girls as [street girls] She immediately ordered her to
pack and go.

49

In the aftermath of the Israeli occupation in
1967, Rawdat El-Zuhur was developed into a
coeducational elementary school and kindergarten.
As the school grew, the founding spirit continued
to grow and prevail with the same enthusiasm for
caring and sharing. And music, folk dancing and art
continue to be integrated into the school curriculum.
The spirit of Elizabeth Nasir still hovers over the
school, and we all feel that if she were to see what is
going on she would be very pleased. On the whole
Elizabeth Nasir was considered to be a jolly person
and very sociable. She enjoyed good company, good
food, smoking and drinking coffee. But very often
she was hard to please. She demanded perfection
and a high standard of performance. Salwa Zananiri,
the School Principal who trained under Elizabeth
Nasir cannot but remember how much she needed
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searching for them in hovels and caves that were
part of the landscape, and where penniless families
took refuge. To be able to get more information on
such cases Aunt Lizzy spent time at coffee shops.
Passers by were shocked to see a woman at places
which were frequented by men only. But Lizzy
Nasir was known to be avant guard and could not be
bothered about the gossip of the society when she
set out to achieve what she believed in for public
welfare. And that is why she was able to seek the
help of the taxi drivers and laborers in those coffee
shops to lead her to the hang outs of the destitute
girls. Years after Aunt Lizzy had passed away, I met
a guard at one of the buildings in Jerusalem. “Bless
her soul,” he said; she was the patron of all of us
poor people.”

The home started with twenty five girls, and the
name Rawdat El-Zuhur (Garden of Flowers) was
carefully chosen by Elizabeth Nasir. She wanted
a name that would reflect the spirit of the place
without putting a stigma to the background of
destitution. A real garden of happy girls blooming
like flowers and radiating with joy and love that
she provided with the help of music and dancing.
In 1955, Elizabeth Nasir was awarded a special
certificate from the National Recreation Association
of the USA for “Enriching the Human Spirit through
Rrecreation.” Andy Killgore who was the American
Consul in Jerusalem during the fifties wrote in
a document that was released in the early nineties
that Lizzy, as far as it can be determined, can take
credit for the fact that no beggar girls are found on

50
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inspection tours when she ran across two little girls
around six and five years old, hanging out alone on
one of the streets of Ramallah, north of Jerusalem at a
late hour in the afternoon. She immediately jumped
out of the car to find out why those two little girls
were sitting out there. Anybody else could have
passed by and not paid a heed to those little girls.
But the instinct of Lizzy, the social worker led her
to probe into the matter only to find out that those
girls were begging to make a living. She put them
in the car and asked them to show her where they
were living. To her horror she found out that they
were living in a bare hovel with a torn sack cloth
on the floor. The father was blind, and the mother
was sick and shivering of the bitter cold. There
was no food around, and that explained the reason

51

why those girls were begging on the streets. By the
end of the day Elizabeth Nasir was determined to
put an end to the misery and humiliation of that
family. In response to her unusual appeal the Judge
responded positively and allowed her to place the
girls temporarily in the reformatory, in spite of the
fact that it was not the ideal place for them. But
there was no better option at the time, and there they
would at least have food and shelter and safety, for
they had already been molested and were suffering
from vinereal disease.

That incident was the beginning of the story of
Rawdat El-Zuhur. Lizzy was determined to provide
a home for destitute girls so that no girl will ever
need to resort to begging for a livelihood. She was
personally on the streets looking for such girls, and
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friends. She was working in Jaffa at that time and
had to leave just like the rest of the Palestinians as
a result of the establishment of the State of Israel
on Palestinian land and the forced eviction of the
Palestinian population. She lost her home, and all
her belongings and came to live in the family home
in Birzeit. We were still going to school there, and |
had the privilege of taking one course in European
history with her. History was not one of my favourite
subjects, but I must admit she made those lessons
very attractive, and when I look back at that short
period of her work at Birzeit I could sense that she
was a born teacher. Little did I know at that time that
there was going to be a special bond between us as a
result of our connection with Rawdat El-Zuhur.

Shortly after it became clear that returning to Jaffa
was not going to materialize within the weeks or
months that we were all talking about, Elizabeth
went out to seek her social work career again. The

need was great as a result of the devastation that
took place in the aftermath of the 1948 catastrophe.
(Nakbe) The Palestinian Territories which did not
become part of Israel became by 1949 under the
jurisdiction of Jordan and Aunt Lizzy was appointed
by the Jordanian Social Welfare Ministry in the
early fifties as a social worker and later as director
of the Social Welfare Department in Jerusalem.
She was the first woman to hold such a post, and it
was not an easy task to be the boss in a department
of mostly men employees in a male chauvinistic
society. But she was up to the responsibility, and
very professional in her work.

In spite of her dedication and distinguished career as
a teacher and social worker, the story of Elizabeth
Nasir would have ended with her retirement from
the Jordan Government in 1964. But one cold wet
day in February 1952 was to create another turning
point which changed her life. She was on one of her

52
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Elizabeth Nasir (1906-1987), the
dynamic woman behind the story of
Rawdat El-Zuhur

By Samia Nasir Khoury

The birth of a girl-child in the Arab countries has
never been a welcomed event, let alone the arrival
of twin girls to a family who already had five girls
and one boy only. Elizabeth Nasir was one of those
twins. She was born to a family of an Anglican
clergyman, Hanna Nasir and his wife Sa’dah
Shatara. Hanna and Sa’dah were my grand parents;
they ended up having eight daughters and my father
Musa was their only son. Grandfather Hanna served
in many towns in Palestine, before he finally retired
in his hometown-Birzeit. Elizabeth and her twin

[T [T |

sister Victoria were born in Nablus in 1906. One
of the older aunts tells us that the famous Nablus
dessert “Kenafeh” was offered at the birth of the
twins. Was my grandfather really celebrating, or
was he trying to make a point in favor of women’s
rights, or was he in reality covering up for his
unfortunate mishap. As the years went by, it turned
out that it was no mishap. No eight sons could have
served the community like those eight women. The
oldest of them Nabiha was one of the founders of
Birzeit High School in 1924, which was eventually
developed to become Birzeit University in 1973, the
first Palestinian University and four others helped in
Birzeit when it was a high school.

Aunt Elizabeth, along with my father were
the only two of their family who pursued their
university education, and Elizabeth graduated
from the American University of Beirut in 1933.
The mere fact that she, out of all her sisters was
able to persuade her father, in spite of his limited
resources as a clergyman, to send her to the AUB, is
an indication of how determined she was to pursue
her higher education. In fact she was one of the first
Palestinian women to obtain a university degree.

Although Elizabeth’s first years of work were in
the teaching profession, in Tiberias, Hebron and
Jerusalem, she eventually pursued a career in
social work just like her twin sister Victoria. I still
remember how much fun we had when we visited
with them as they were working in Jerusalem.
They had a fantastic sense of humor, even if the
joke was at their own expense. Both were short and
plain, but they had such strong personalities and
were so dedicated to their work, and never seemed
to be short on friends or boy friends. They were
continuously teasing each other about who was the
bad carbon copy of the other.

1948 was a turning point in the life of Lizzy as
she was known to the family and most of her
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Purpose Statement

Rawdat El Zuhur is a non-governmental non-profit women’s organization that supervises Rawdat El-Zuhur
elementary school and kindergarten. It aims at bringing up a new generation that is:

* Aware of the principles of good citizenship, and concerned for the environment.

» Capable of thinking creatively, and analyzing logically and critically, offering and accepting positive
criticism, and excelling in performance

* Equipped with the necessary knowledge, skills and attitudes to assume leadership in a democratic society
which they would develop and preserve

Rawdat El Zuhur achieves this through the provision of equitable, qualitative, and holistic opportunities for
pre-school and primary education.

Management

Rawdat El Zuhur is managed on two levels: a voluntary board and a paid administrative staff. The board
is composed of nine to eleven members elected every three years by its general assembly. The board
supervises the overall running of Rawdat El Zuhur school.

The daily management of the school is run by a principal and staff who attend to all the administrative and
technical issues.

The Vision

We see Rawdat El-Zuhur as:
* A distinguished school in terms of its quality services in the field of pre- and basic schooling.

* A school that provides equitable opportunities for the children of Jerusalem, and is characterized by its
relationship with the society in general and parents in particular.

* A school where research, reading, use of modern technology and computers, form an essential component
of the learning process, just as music, arts, sports form an essential component of the extracurricular
programs and activities.

* A school where teachers are able to deal with individual differences among students, and to provide a
safe and innovative climate for students and children.

Our vision is for Rawdat El-Zuhur to become a model school in terms of location, space, and physical
infrastructure, as well as in the effectiveness of its management, and teaching methods and staff.
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Highlights in the history of Rawdat El-Zuhur

1952 Founded by Miss. Elizabeth Nasir as a home for destitute girls.

1968 The first stages of shifting to formal education.

1969 Admission of boys.

1970 Addition of a new wing to the building and putting up a tent to provide extra space.

1971 The completion of the development into an elementary school.
1979 Establishment of a kindergarten section.

1986 The retirement of Elizabeth Nasir, founder and president and the election of Samia Khoury as
president.

1986 The establishment of the Elizabeth Nasir Trust Fund.
1986 Introducing teaching of French.
1991 The inauguration of the second floor added to the original building

1992 Introducing a special course for the sixth grade in “dialogue” and training in democratic
procedures.

1992 Introducing a special program “Farah” for the mothers of the children.
® 1994 The establishment of the Alumni Club. ®

1995 Introducing teaching of musical instruments under the auspices of The National Conservatory of
Music. (NCM), now named after Edward Said (ESNCM).

1996 The renovation of the school play ground.

1996 The establishment of a computer laboratory for the use of all grades.
1997 The building of a website and joining the electronic mail.

1998 The development of “Farah” program.

1999 The remodeling of the kindergarten.

2001 Upgrading of the computer laboratory.

2002 Celebrating the 50th anniversary with a musical during graduation in June, and honoring school
partners.

2003 Finalizing the strategic plan.
2003 Ending anniversary celebrations with an open house, photo and art exhibit and other activities.
2003 Retirement of Samia Khoury and the election of Ranya Baramki as president.
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Historical Background

Rawdat El-Zuhur was founded by Elizabeth Nasir in 1952 as a home for destitute girls. She had been
moved by the sight of two little girls begging on the streets on a cold and wet day in February, and was
determined to put an end to the phenomenon of begging as a means of earning a living. She gave shelter
to such girls and provided them with some basic skills in order to help them earn an honorable living and
regain their dignity in the society.

The home started with 25 girls, and with the support of friends Elizabeth started a program which focused
basically on literacy, hygiene, home making, sewing, embroidery, religious education, folk dancing and
singing.

Having felt that she had contributed a lot to the elimination of the begging phenomenon, she turned around
to comply with the request of the families of those girls for formal education. That need was further
stressed in the wake of the Israeli occupation in 1967 when all the government schools fell under Israeli
control, and there was need for Palestinian educational institutions. By 1971 Rawdat El-Zuhur became
a complete elementary school. The kindergarten was added at a later stage in 1979. The total number
of children is 250, which is the maximum number the school can handle, and the number of graduates is
around 650 students.
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With gratitude and appreciation.

While celebrating the 50" anniversary of Rawdat El-Zuhur we wish also to celebrate the blessing of
a wonderful and generous group of friends; individuals, organizations and churches, who were our
companions and supporters throughout those long and exciting years: fifty years of building and nurturing
this pioneering educational establishment for the children of Jerusalem, in the heart of Jerusalem.

On behalf of the board and the members of Rawdat El-Zuhur, we wish to express our gratitude to those
special friends who shared our vision, had confidence in our mission and love for our children. Without
each and everyone of them Rawdat El-Zuhur could never have withstood the arduous trials that came its
way. Those friends were, and will continue to be, the solid backbone of our school. On this occasion we
also wish to express our

thanks and appreciation to:

Mrs. Salwa Zananiri, the school principal, for her
dedication, wisdom and compassion, and for her great
and positive role in the development of the school.

The school teachers and staff, for their cooperation and
love for the children.

® The parents, for their cooperation with the school
administration and for appreciating the importance of a
sound relationship between home and school.

The volunteers who worked with the children along the
years, and shared with us their special talents.

Engineer Isaam El-Arnaout graduate of Rawdat El-
Zuhur, class of 1985, for his generous contribution for
the printing of this book.

The committee of the book: Ms. Samia Khoury, Ms.
Salwa Zananiri, and Ms. Tania Nasir for seeing this
project through.

Ms. Basimah Abu-Libdeh for reviewing the Arabic text.
Ms. Cedar Duaybis for reviewing the English text.

Mpr. Nabil Massis for translating into Arabic a section of
the book.

o Fll' g

(G v
Ranya Baramki
President
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Dedication

On the occasion of the 50" anniversary of Rawdat El-Zuhur,
this book is dedicated to the memory of Elizabeth Nasir, its

(O} founder and first president (1952-1986). Her perseverance
and joie de vivre will continue to inspire us in carrying on
this unique legacy.
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Rawdat El Zuhur

PO.Box: 19796, Jerusalem

Zip code: 91017

Tel: 02-6282062, Fax: 02-6287842
Email: info@rawdat.org
www.rawdat.org
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