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The Jubilee Celebration

The invitations for the jubilee musical on April 4 &5™, 2002 were already out when everything had to be
cancelled as a result of the Israeli incursions and the deteriorating situation in the Palestinian Territories.
Activities for the occasion were to include an art and photo exhibit, and an open house for alumni and
friends.

A special electronic guest book was created for the occasion but the tone of the hopeful and bright messages
started to change with the announcement of the cancellation.

There is never a dull moment when one lives under a military occupation. Everything was on hold until
it was decided to have the musical during the graduation ceremony on June 8, so that the children who
were graduating and participating in the musical could still take part. The story of Rawdat El-Zuhur and its
founder were made vivid by music and dancing. The musical was produced by Aya Shaker, the art teacher
with the help of Simon Azazian, the music teacher who did a beautiful job in training the children. The
whole staff cooperated in making that day a memorable occasion.

Every graduate was presented with the special Jubilee mug, and partners and friends as well, were honored
on that occasion with a special olive wood souvenir. Eventually, one year later, it became possible to hold
the open house and to have the rest of the activities that were planned for the occasion. Unfortunately the
past volunteers, Brenda Spencer, Lori Hayes, and Tracy Hughes who had come in April for the occasion
could not come back again.
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Al-Fawanees Musical

Rawdat El-Zuhur was very proud of its two young
girls who participated in the first professional
musical in Palestine, Al Fawanees (Lanterns).
Wa’ad El Wa’ari and Tamam Nofal were among
sixty children selected by the Edward Said National
Conservatory of Music from various schools in
Jerusalem, Ramallah and Bethlehm for the musical.
After two years of intensive training, including
summer camps, and a lot of hard work, Al-
Fawanees had its opening at the new Cultural Palace
in Ramallah on August 6, 2004 and was followed by
eight performances. It was a unique experience for
the children, and an enjoyable one for them as well
as for the community as a whole.
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The Library

Since the development of the program of Rawdat
El-Zuhur into formal education, it was realized that
establishing a library was one of the priorities of
the school. Unfortunately with the limited space
available at that time, the only option was to have
the books in closed closets in one of the corridors.
The children would check out books at certain
hours either to take home or to read during specially
allocated hours for reading. With the building of the
second floor in 1991, a library was made available.
During the inauguration ceremony, it was dedicated
to the memory of Robert and Sophie Peterson
who had left a substantial legacy for the school.
With open shelves, the children enjoy browsing
through books, reading and using the reference
books for their reports.
The school constantly
participates in National |
Reading Campaigns, and
it encourages the older
children to read to the
younger ones; a very
successful initiative
enjoyed by both the older
and younger children.
A special corner in the
library will carry the
name of Samir Habash
as it is being developed
from contributions of
Samir’s friends in lieu of
flowers for his funeral in
August 2002.
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The School Program

The school follows the curriculum of the Palestinian Ministry of Education basically, but English and French
are taught as of the first grade. All classes including kindergarten get training in computer skills. Over and
above Arabic, mathematics, science, history, geography, civics, and religious education, there is a special
period of dialogue which encourages the children to develop skills in expressing themselves and to train
in using democratic procedures. The extracurricular activities are an integral part of the school program.
Music, art, drama, folk dancing and sports make the learning process an enjoyable one and help discipline
the children. And field trips are a regular feature but had to be curtailed lately because of the deteriorating
situation in the country.
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