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Music

Ever since its was established, Rawdat El-Zuhur gave special attention to music for its power to enrich
the soul and to give pleasure to children as they sang and danced. The first piece of equipment that Lizzy
Nasir, the founder bought in 1952 was a manual record player, known then as a “gramophone”. She would
personally dance with the girls and help them dance the misery out of their destitution days.

As the organization developed its program to formal education there has always been someone to teach
singing to the children, and sometimes they were volunteers. The children always enjoy singing and they
love to perform on special occasions like mothers’ day and graduation. Their enjoyment is no less when
they perform to school guests singing and dancing the Dabke (the Palestinian folk dancing). Their favorite
songs are “We shall overcome” and “Ana Tifl Filistini” (I am a Palestinian Child).

In 1995 teaching of string and oriental instruments was introduced through an arrangement with the
National Conservatory of Music (now known as Edward Said National Conservatory of Music) Teachers
from the conservatory train the students at the school. We continue to hope that one day the school will
have its own musical ensemble. In the meantime master Simon keeps the children happy as they sing and
hop around.
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The retirement of Samia Khoury, President of Rawdat El-Zuhur 1986-2003

At a heart warming dinner, and family like gathering in March 2004, Samia Khoury was honored by
the Board of Rawdat El-Zuhur, upon her retirement as president of Rawdat El-Zuhur. She had served for
seventeen years as president, but was actually involved and connected with the school as early as 1969.
Samia will always be remembered for her dedication and for her good relationship with her board, school
administration, teachers and staff. Her relentless efforts in keeping in touch with friends, and raising funds
to develop the school will continue to be greatly appreciated. Along with Samia, Maha Ateek, the vice
president, and Leila Tarazi, the minute secretary were also honored on that evening. They all decided it was
time to step down and make room for a new generation of leadership.

In her last newsletter to the friends of the school dated December 2003, Samia wrote:

“As I send you my last message through this annual newsletter I hope that Rawdat El-Zuhur can always
count on your support, especially for the realization of its strategic plan. Our work has been so valuable
to the community that we hope we can reach out to larger numbers. That can only be possible by moving to
new premises with enough grounds. We continue to hope that you will be part of this plan.

2

‘ layoutindd 39 @ 04/02/2005, 10:30:10 AM




layout.indd 40

Jreall d\.o.,e..)\

098 b patl sl JlorsMWlge Il pyessolaey
Cbmufb@wl;mulw)mumn Tols
DTS VRN TN D AN -4 5 AT R e
%%#@WB@%SJXMWL&J
oredilg il o, a5ellin b JaXla solol >Xlg e
nw)/\u_q Silalgidl 2390 Ji>a0dyilielia s, wll
I8 Sl Tl Xy s Ty Co |
)_._c)9_m)_l14_@9)4_.aﬁ_.5_>4_._>)_m_[| dvuyadlyolg>y s
basllyallialeodh Sl JlalaXlg la yaignt il
cuigleilo S ol hlogemun sl a g lale agy L]
TSI g S ip i igd s el g el Mol s Uy S5t slill i -Sg 09 eI LN g Lol St sy slat g
<o, C9_\_a_U‘ag_JU)L>&)_>’4_b_m_’,9u_aJJL.4)_v_,09)9_@JJL.A)_Lo;J_Q_mu_J,9uLJLLaJI_._:c\_._"_\_”c\_\_m_”d_al.@_'aﬁgb_o’
,_%_wLﬂuufmuusui_u_,@ums_ulwwﬁuyw@gwluﬂuLml_w_nuLcwluSM,qJJ@_;L,_uj
@)

40

@ 04/02/2005, 10:30:14 AM






