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Unforgettable years

Testimonies of some of the Jubilee Year graduates.

Should there be a prize for the best school, my
school will be the winner

What I will miss most when I leave this school is the
love and compassion that surrounds us

I love my school because I feel secure, as if I were
at home, and I consider the teachers like my own
mother

I feel as if we are one united family at this school.
We love each other and we are considerate towards
each other (or we consider each other’s feelings)

We cannot find a school like our school because it
deals with us with understanding and not harshly

I wish there was a seventh grade or even more so
that I do not have to leave this beautiful school

I am sad to be leaving my school which taught me
not only how to read and write but how to be of
good character, truthful and honest.

We were admitted to this school as young buds who
flourished on good education and character building
under the leadership of a great principal and very
good teachers who encouraged us to keep an open
mind towards education.
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Maxine Bruhns wanted to contribute this special testimony for the book.

Remembering Lizzy:

In 1952, while a graduate student at the American University of Beirut, I became friends with co-student
Rima Nasir, a bundle of energy and purpose.

My husband’s research required us to move to Jerusalem for six months. It was there that we met Rima’s
aunt Lizzy who explained clearly what her goal was for Rawdat El-Zuhur. As so often happens in the
Middle East, Lizzy and her cousin Labib Nasir (general secretary of the YMCA) adopted us. Those months
in Jerusalem remain etched in our memories and dear Lizzy is one of the Golden Highlights.

When I learned through ANERA that Rawdat El-Zuhur was flourishing under a broader mission, I began to
provide a scholarship for a child each year. President Samia Khoury, Rima Nasir’s sister, made the project
even more personal and we have stayed in touch. Her retirement, though it seems premature, will enable
her to strive for the betterment of Palestinian Children’s lives through these difficult years. May the future
bring justice and freedom to the Palestinian people.

E. Maxine Bruhns, Director
Nationality Rooms and Intercultural Exchange Programs
University of Pittsburgh
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The Outstanding Alumnus

Mazen Nofal, a self-made young man, was
recognized in the graduation ceremony of June
2003 as the outstanding alumnus.

Mazen has been part of Rawdat El-Zuhur since its
early years of development as an elementary school.
After graduating in 1980, and while he was doing
his secondary education, he was running errands for
the school and for the late Miss Nasir. Mrs. Zananiri
still feels that Mazen is her right hand assistant. After
he graduated from high school he was employed
officially at the school and eventually became the
procurement officer, while doing part time work at
the French Cultural Centre. During that period he
took a number of courses including French which
helped him develop his career. Now that he is a
family man and father of two young girls Mazen
has become a full time staff member at the French
Cultural Centre. Because he feels Rawdat El-Zuhur
is his second home, he continues to help with some
errands before and after his working hours at the
Centre. His honesty, dedication and concern for the
welfare of the school and the children, will always
be greatly appreciated.
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Board of Rawdat
October 2003

Ms.

Ms.

Ms.

Ms.

Ms.

Ms.

Ranya Baramki
Alia El-Yassir
Fifi Antar
Dalia Habash
Monica Awad

Ghada Habesch

. Hala Iqal Hallak

. Dina Nasser

. Maha Sader

. Sana’ Kanaan Shadid

. Salwa Zananiri

El-Zuhur as of

President
Vice President
Secretary

Treasurer

School Principal
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